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Product Overview  
 
Bituchem NatratexÊ and ColourtexÊ are proprietary specialist asphalts using a clear resin 
binder, with relevant colour co -ordinated aggregate to produce a macadam for a number of 
applications. These materials are produced on a conventional asphalt plant similar to that of 
a traditional blacktop. Asphalt products are delivered to site in insulated tipper lorries in 
accordance with BS 594987:2007 ôAsphalt for roads and other paved areas - Specification for 
transport, laying and compaction and type testing protocolsõ. 
 
NatratexÊ is the flagship of Bituchem Asphaltõs product range, utilising clear resin binder 
and natural aggregate to produce a durable, macadam surface course that reveals the  
character of the stone, leaving a natural finish. NatratexÊ can utilise a range of aggregates 
for both colour and performance. Bituchem can produce Natratex that uses client specified 
aggregate providing it is suitable for a macadam surface course. Aggregate can range from 
processed flint gravels to high skid resistant stone if a PSV (polished stone value) has been 
specified.  
 
ColourtexÊ has similar characteristics to NatratexÊ, however pigment is introduced to the 
mix. Introducing pigment opens up the colour pallet, allowing Bituchem to produce an im-
pressive range of bright, vivid, and vibrant colours suitable for playgrounds, sports areas, 
and areas that require contrasting demarcation.   
 
NatratexÊ and ColourtexÊ boast long term colour retention, ideal for demarcation of  
pedestrian footways, cycle paths, bus lanes, parking areas, and areas requiring enhanced 
long-term aesthetics. Generally Natratex is used for more prestigious, formal, heritage sites 
where colour schemes reflect the character of the site.  

 
Technical Details  

 
The design for the pavement structure  below the NatratexÊ or ColoutexÊ surface course 
layer will be identical to that of a conventional macadam surface course in the same loca-
tion.  
 

NatratexÊ and ColourtexÊ is supplied in nominal sizes of 6mm and 10mm depending on use. 
Where necessary (for Stone Mastic Asphalt - SMA mixes) we can produce macadam using a 
14mm stone.  
 

The table below shows the nominal sizes in respect to use, laying depths, and spread rates:  

*minimum thickness at any one point. **Medium Grade Surface Course. ***Dense Surface Course 

 

Macadam 
Type 

Aggregate 
Nominal Size 

Recommended Depth 
after rolling  

Approx Coverage 
per Tonne 

Intended use 

NatratexÊ  

Asphalt  
Concrete 

6mm MGSC** Min 25mm* 17 sq. mtrs Pedestrian Trafficking (Footpaths, Pavements, Cycle Paths)  

6mm DSC*** Min 30mm* 14 sq. mtrs Domestic Trafficking (Driveways, Housing Estates, Car parks) 

10mm DSC*** Min 35mm* 12 sq. mtrs Domestic Trafficking (Driveways, Housing Estates, Car parks) 

Colourtex Ê  

Asphalt  
Concrete 

6mm MGSC** Min 25mm* 10 sq. mtrs Pedestrian Trafficking (Footpaths, Pavements, Cycle Paths)  

6mm DSC*** Min 30mm* 14 sq. mtrs Domestic Trafficking (Driveways, Housing Estates, Car parks) 

10mm DSC*** Min 35mm* 12 sq. mtrs Domestic Trafficking (Driveways, Housing Estates, Car parks) 

Stone  
Mastic  
Asphalt 
(SMA) 

6mm SMA Min 30mm* 14 sq. mtrs High Volumes of Domestic Trafficking and Service Vehicles 

10mm SMA Min 35mm* 12 sq. mtrs Heavy Trafficking (Trunk Roads, Bus Lanes, Regular HGV) 

14mm SMA Min 40mm* 10 sq. mtrs Heavy Trafficking (Trunk Roads, Bus Lanes, Regular HGV) 

Disclaimer  - The information contained in this leaflet is based upon knowledge and experience of the materials used in the manufacture of the products. However, since the application of the products is   
carried out by the customer and is beyond the control of Bituchem Asphalt Limited, Bituchem does not accept any liability or responsibility whatsoever for any loss or damage resulting from the use or        

application of the products outside the scope of the intended use and precautions set out in this leaflet and any accompanyin g data sheets. 
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Installation Considerations  

 
NatratexÊ and ColourtexÊ is laid in the same way as a conventional blacktop. However, 
whether hand applied or by machine, all equipment needs to be clean to avoid contaminat-
ing the material and causing discolouration.  
 
The surface to which the macadam is to be laid should be of adequate strength to bear the 
construction of the new surfacing without future deformation. Before the laying of material, 
the surface should be free of ice, standing water, snow, and loose material. It is recom-
mended to apply a bond coat (preferably of the bituminous variety) to the prepared surface 
to eliminate water ingression and ultimately ôplating offõ, i.e. where the surface course 
separates from the base course. Ensuring that the bond coat has cured is vital, otherwise 
bleeding can occur, discolouring/contaminated the surface course.  
 
When the material has been laid, either by hand or machine, it is recommended to compact 
the surface as soon as possible, using a tandem roller, preferably of the vibratory type. 
Compacting the finished surface requires a lot less effort when is it above 120°C, below this 
temperature will prove difficult to compact.  
 
Ideally it is best to complete all schemes in as few visits as possible to prevent potential 
variation in appearance.  
 
Bituchem produce and recommend using a clear jointing sealer which is supplied in 20KG 
buckets used to seal the edges and joints of new macadam, preventing water ingression and 
chipping loss in these areas.  
 
Adverse Conditions  
 
With regard to BS 594987:2007 ôAsphalt for roads and other paved areas - Specification for 
transport, laying and compaction and type testing protocolsõ, Laying should be avoided if 
standing water is present on the surface to be laid or if wet weather is forecasted on the 
day of laying. Asphalt should not be laid if the ground is frozen. Laying should be suspended 
if air temperatures fall to 0°C, or ð3°C in calm conditions. If temperatures are falling then 
time for compacting after laying should be considered. Both Natratex and Colourtex become 
difficult to work under 120°C so it is paramount that after laying, compaction is completed 
immediately. Note that thinner asphalt surfaces will cool a lot quicker to that of thicker 
ones. At Bituchem, asphalt is loaded into insulated lorries at approximately 175°C. Depend-
ing on load size, (the fuller the lorry, the less heat loss), generally the asphalt looses ap-
proximately 3 -5°C per hour whilst on the road.  

 
 

Approved Installation Contractors  
 
For a list of contractors in your area that have had experience laying our products please 
contact Bituchem direct on 01594 826768.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Trafficking finished product  
 
Depending on weather conditions, product density and product use, trafficking of finished 
product varies, however for any macadam product, Bituchem recommends leaving the fin-
ished surface for a minimum of 12 hours before opening. During the summer where high 
ambient temperatures are probable, it is best to leave the surface for a minimum of 24 
hours or until the surface has fully cooled throughout the whole course.  
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